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Specializing In:
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Professional Body Work e Gas-Saving Tune-Ups
Frame Repair e Brakes o Air Conditioning

3237 Tyrone Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Forida 33710
| Teiephone (813) 384-4321
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SPARC GAP

SPARC REPEATER NEUS

Seems like everybody is too busy doing whet has to be done
today and cant think much about what may hgve to be done tomorrow.
However, a few of the repeater Engineering Staff were able to get
together and consider some maintenance projects which need to be
done to the machine. We have the SPECTRUM pre-amplifier to re~-
install. The monolithic filter pre~amplifier needs to be wired
so it will work when system is on either A.C. or battery power,
retaining ability to work with stand-by rig. Re-do coax cables so
they will be neat and right length for each anticipated mode of
operation. Replace A.C. switch damaged by lightning. Repair SCAP
board and replace gain controls. Replace drifting TX crystal with
new ICM crystal now on order. Install new special capacitors sent
by SPECTRUM to improve TX Freq/Temperature stability. Provide a
means to make TX and RX frequency adjustments without having to
take the whole station apart. Wire the "AC Sensor" to the ID tone
control to provide higher pitch when system on battery. Install
"Stripper" ~- the 300 Hz high~pass filter to reduce or eliminate
the 100 Hz tone from the mobiles from being repeated when using
CTCSS. Add an A.C. outlet strip in eabinet for greater flexibility.
Change the I.D. to channel 2 -- "KASCL/RPT! m= prior to 11~26-79,
the expiration date of the WRLAIL license.

Perhaps we should order a different ID chip to say different
things. Various possibilities are being investigated. It could
indicate location "ST FETE" or club "SPARC" op operation on battery
power "BAT" or "CTCSS," far example.

We have now purchased a total of 20 K-l frequency elements for
the ME~3 tone encoders and are offering these to control operators
to ease the cost of encoder installations, We have sold one at
cost. Several members are now ready to operate with CTCSS, WLIRA
is working on repair of several ME-3 encoders to be made available
to control operators.

Two hurricanes have hit our state in two weeks, giving many
of us lots of practice with emergency procedures, but fortunately
our local area was spared. Before you read this in SFPARC GAP,
there will be another big drill ~- the aircraft disaster drill,
Then, on October 6 and 7 we will have the Nationwide Simulated
Bunergency Test, S.E.T. It takes place the same week-end SPARC is
committed to support boat races at Lake Maggiore. So let's keep
the S.E.T. off of 146.49 this year and let the boat races have a
c¢lear channel., After all, the boat races are for real and the
S.E.T, i1s a drill, Read up in QBT what to do for S.E.T. and give
your E.C. a hand with the local drills. More information on various
branches of the Pinellas Emergency Net.

73 de Ki4SCL



SPARC GAP

Minutes of the Saint Petersburg imateur Radio Club meeting.

The October meeting of the 5t, Petersburg Amateur Radio Club,
held at the American Red Cross Building, wes called to order by
Jonn, WD4CCL, at 8:06 FK EDT. Forty-sixz members and guests were
welcomed and introduced.

The first order of business was to vote on the acceptance of

candidates for membership. The following Radio Amateurs were
accepted as members of the sSPARC club effective this evening.

Wall3uc Lester Anderson
WLCLS Ronald E, Villett
WIUEM Charles Campbell

Due to the illness of Jack ‘nderson, W4HOK, the SPARC Gap for
the month of September was not printed. The next edition is
planned to be the combination oif two months and contributions to
the issue are rejuested. :

The minutes of the September meeting were not presented due
to the lack of a September SPARC Gap and the absence due to ill-
ness of the Club Secretary Faith, WALVOU,.

'"he treasurer's report given by Frank, W4VIP, was read and
approved. it

announcements:

John, WDL4COL, announced that according to the provisions of the
Ly-Laws, the month of October calls for the appointment of a
nominating committee to solicit candidates for office for the
following year. The committee consists of the following:

John Smith, wWLACG Bill Shoppe, WBLDVA

Bob Smith, WBLOIG :

The slate of nominees will be presented at the lovember meeting
with an election of officers taking place at the December meeting.

Brian, K4FNAN, announced that amateurs will be providing the
communications for the Suncoast Powerboat Regatta at Lake Maggiore
on October 6 & 7, and asked that the freguency 146.490 be kept clear.

Ed, KLDRN, told of an experience that he had had getting an
inquiry throuzh to the Pensacola area shortly after Hurricane
Frederick. The originator's of the reguest for information were
very favorably impressed with receiving an answer to their inguiry
about thelr aged relative in a little more than'a couple of hours!'.

Herb, W4IRA, announced that he has tickets for the 'Clearwater
Hamvention', November 17 & 18, 1979.

Club Station Report

John, W4LACG, commented that he is very pleased with the'service
given the Club by the Ten-Tec Company with the problems experienced
with the 'Omni-D'. The Omni is back in W4GAC and working perfectly.
A problem exists with the Tri-Bander in that it appears to be free-
wheeling, It is suspected that the rotor mounting is broken, and
volunteers are needed to check it, Wes, WDLPUV, agreed to do the
tower work with Rex, W4GPL, providing the technical supervision,

kL CONTD 5
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OAK HILL ACADEMY
AMATEUR RADIO SESSION

MOUTH OF WILSON, VIRGINIA 24363 » SUMMER ADDRESS
BOX 1461 NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, 5.C. 20582 » WINTER ADDRESS

GENERAL sl0) LETRA ~ CLASS
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A VACATION WITH A PURPOSE - STUDY ON A MOUNTAIN TOP
OUR 20th YEAR - GRADUATES FROM 42 STATES AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES

all ages welcome - YL's and OM's

WRITE NOW FOR A BROCHURE
Classes begin JULY 28 thru AUG. 10, 1979
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MANVAGER

THIS SPACE FOR RENT--

$ 7.50 per year.

On the Gulif of Mexico
1307 Guif Way, St, Petersburg Beach, Florida 33706
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SPARC-GAP

CLUB REPEATER
147.66 INPUT
147.06 QUTPUT

MEETS EACH EVENING
AT 18:30 LOCAL TIM
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1590 US HWY 19 SOUTH
CLEARWATER, FLA. 33516

RAY LETTRE. W4DSV
DRAKE ICOM DENTROM SWAN

TEN-TEC WILSON HUSTLER MFJ
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WE REBUILD, RADIO, HI FI, AND TV LOUDSPEAKERS
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SPEAKER RECONING SERVICE

WILMER CHAPIN WHMCA PHONE 895-3401
1679 27th AVE, NORTH. ST, PETERSBURG, FLA. 33713

LAND LINE (813) 577-5060

ALEXANDER
ELECTRONICS. .

TWO-WAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE

8131 U.S. Hwy. 19
N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33555

Business Band Citizens Band Amateur
Sam WB4HXQ

Telephone 822-3293 1?2
APPOINTMENT NECESSARY &;&i%
’ ‘*:\
_finc!a Lees e

BEAUTY SHOP ~ERNY
HELEN BRACE 442 Second Street N.
Owner St. Petersburg, Florida
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SPARC-GAY

ASSOCIATED RADIO 913-381-5900
8012 CONSER BOX 4327
OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS 66204

CALL US WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS ' =
AMERICA’S NO. 1 Real Amateur Radio Store R

Associated Wants to Trade
Call US
913-381-5900

TRADE BUY SELL

NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT.
NOTE: SEND $1.00 FOR OUR CURRENT CATALOG OF NEW AND RECONDITIONED EQUIPMENT.

% ALSO WE PERIODICALLY PUBLISH A LIST OF UNSERVICED EQUIPMENT AT GREAT SAVINGS.
A BONANZA FOR THE EXPERIENCED OPERATOR.

TO OBTAIN THE NEXT UNSERVICED BARGAIN LIST, SEND A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE
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COMPLamENTs oF
WAYQEY BUD
AND

WBUUFO Lynne

SaracoTa, Elorida
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If we meet and you forget
me, you have lost nothing;
but if you meet JESUS
CHRIST and forget Him

you have lost everything.
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SPARC Repeater report:

John, WDLCOL, read a note sent by Hank, WALWKO, suggesting
several features which could be incorporated into the repeater,

Woody, K4SCL, reporting on the repeater stated that it is
'still working', and has had no need for maintenance for quite
some time. Commenting on Hank's suggestions, he said that they
are all good and possible, but they do require Someone's time,
and there appears to be a lack of people willing to devote the
time needed to accomplish the tasks.,

A 'Storm Alarm', donated by 'AGL Electronics', was auctioned
Ooff to the highest bidder with the money going to the Club treas-
ury. Mac, K4LEPH, is the proud possessor with the high bid of $23.

A'gift certificate from 'Ray's Amateur Radio' was given as a
door prize. Brian, K4NAN, being the winner,

The meeting was adjorned for coffee, donuts, and fellowship
from 8:35 to 8:50 PM,

#ioodrow Huddleston (Woody), K4SCL, the Section Communications
Manager for South Florida, gave a brief talk on the planned
'Simulated Emergency Test' to be conducted this next weekend,

He commented on the fact that the dates for the S,.E.T. had been
changed from January to October because the Northern states were
"up to their ears in real emergencies during the winter monthstt,
The Section Emergency Co-ordinator for this S.E,T. will be Billi,
AALWJ . The Assistant Emergency Cosordinators are Rex, W4GPL in
South Pinellas County and Jim, W4DPH, in Northern Pinellas County,
As promised at an earlier date, Woody had copies of the Pinellas
Emergency Plan available for all. :

The planned problem of this Year's S.E.T. will be Hurricane
'Jimmy', due to hit Florida at 8:00 4.M., October 6, 1979,

Rex, W4GPL, told of the plans for the South County Area which
will require several amateurs contacting the various municipal
agencies and receiving a message from the agency then transmitting
the message from that location., Rex asks that each amateur send
two messages during S.E.T. One to WLGAC and One to K4SCL.

Jim, W4DPH, stated that the response of the various municipal-
ities and agencies has improved since the advent of the rains
associated with hurricanes David and Frederick., They will be
conducting their S,E.T. Exercises Sunday, October 7, and will be
utilizing the frequencies of the Largo, SPARC, and 220 mHz repeaters,

Ed, K4DRN, expressed a word of thanks from Jim Keyes, KLFCY,
thanking all for their cards and wishes. He is weak but doing fine,

With no more business to be conducte&, the meeting was adjorned
at 9:30 p.m. :

Respectfully submitted,

Vs facklernDd

Wes“Jackson, WDLPUV
(Conscripted acting secretary)
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SPARC GAP
HISTORY-ST PETERSBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

1975

Princess Martha still Scene of the SPARC Annual Installation
Dinner. Those installed were: Pres., WLACG-John Smith; WBLYTY-John
Komp, V-Fres.; Secty., K4IJK-Janice Beaupre; & Treas., W TDK-Naomi.,
SPARC Repeater Team are forging ehead & the good news at this time
is the Repeater is DEBT FREE, as a commercisl firm made a $500. dona-
tion. A special QSL card was issued to the first 50 stations working
through the Repeater.

W4FPC-Morgan "Mac" MeSheehy, another long time member, joined
the Silent Keys. He was one of the founders of Pinsllas County Civil
Defense & was awarded Presidential Citation in 1960, for his 10-year
services in their program. "Mac" was also a "super" cw man.

With the Repeater license-WLALM, 1L666/06, received, the Re-
peater Team started in their Public Service work, providinﬁ communi -
cations for the ladies "Open Orange Blossom Golf Tourament 3 wearing
their new shirts, white with green lettering: across the back is
"St. Pete. Amateur Radio Club; in front, the Call & Name; as well as
a patch for each team member), proclaiming they are member of "SPARC
Repeater Team". This was & good beginning & their services, provid-
ing commmications for the "Festival States Parades"; boat races, ag
well as reporting accidents, etc. are too numerous to mention., The
membership in SPARC was’ increased, as most belong to both (SPARC dues
$4e00 & Pepeater Team %1C.00). SPARC meetings held lst Friday of esch
month & Repeater Team meeting 3rd Friday each month, '

The usual fine Hamfest was held with an estimated 600 in atteng-
ance,

On June 6th, modified license, suthorizing new remote control
points, were received., These roints are at the QTH of WAhFNY/WAhNFX;
KUKE/WBlZPU; WNOK/WALNFA ; KLFCW; WALCYM & WBLYBNL, were named "Gon-
trol Operators", who are assigned times to monitor & control the Re-
peater, so that it is monitored around the clock,

Board of Directors donsted $25.00 to the Sheriffs Boys Ranch,
to improve their Amateur Radio Station., Check was rresented to KL KE-
Dave, who is working with the Boys Ranch. They sent SPARC certifi-
cate "Specisl Kecognition as a Builder" in aporeciation of the con-
tribution, 3

Fleld Day was held at Coquina Key Recreation Park & was g big
success., Twenty-one members rarticipated, plus visitors. ,

On behalf of T%ed Cross, a Disaster Action Team was orgenized,
with stations nominated: K4 FCW; WALFNY; WALFPS; WhGPL; WBLKSJT; KLQCGs
KL TH & WBLVWO; in event of local emergencies, any one of these sta-
tions may be contacted, so that he can alert cthers necesssry to get
the job done. oOn July 13th, WALFYR-Emergency Coordinator for Pinellas
County, held a surprise drill to see how many stations could be con=-
tacted; 18 resronded to the csll on SPARC.,

By-Laws Committee: KLFCW-Jim Yeyes; KLQG-Art Monsees & Kl M
Lew Sieclk, presented the Amended By-Laws suggested for members to
consider,

1976

The new officers for 1976 were: Pres., WALFNY-Bill Cox; V-Pres,,
WBY LWB-John Merada; Secty., WALCTM-Larry Miner: Treas., WiVIP-Frank
Ryll. Executive Committee: WLBNM-Art Wedde; WLDRN-Ed Harney & Kl.GBL-
Stan Yahn, with Station Trustee: WLEWS-Art Ashley for WLGAC & KlSCL-
Woody iuddleston., They were installed at a dinner dance held Jan.
9th, at the Rath Club, PRedington Beach. A vote of thanks was given
WYTDKeNaomi for all tre wonderful years she devoted to the Club busgi-
ness. PRepeater Team Committee looking for a new repeater site.
e P_Thq February meeting was dedicated as "WLTDK~Naomi Spence Night",
onering her for the many years of service; however, due to illness,

6 dwmhmsdnmn;ummn
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Great Spivit
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